
National Night Out 2026 brought 
neighbors together on a warm sum-
mer evening for good food and plen-
ty of fun. Pizza, watermel-
on and sno-cones kept 
everyone cool and visiting 
well past dusk.

Special guests included 
Sacramento Fire Engine 13 
and representatives from 
the Sacramento Police Department, 
District Attorney’s Office and Coun-
cilmember Rick Jennings’ office, 
giving neighbors a chance to meet 
local public safety and community 

representatives.
Neighborhood Watch Captain 

Marta Brankline gathered more re-
sponses to her neighbor-
hood survey and met res-
idents interested in joining 
Neighborhood Watch.

A big thank-you to Pau-
lo Ferreira, Ray Burch and 
our teen volunteers, Gabri-

el and Emilia Pacheco, Roxy Avery, 
Liam Hiroshima Chen, and Kira and 
Reina Morikawa, for helping make 
the evening a success!

 —Sue Ruiz, SPHA President
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SPHA Tree Project enters a 
new phase as young oaks  
require less summer watering

By Pat Clark 
Director at Large

Our SPHA Tree Project in Marriott 
Park has officially passed the 3-year 
mark! This means the young Valley 
Oak trees are out of the tender first 
three years and becoming fairly es-
tablished. Most importantly, they are 
starting to adapt to the dry summers 
common to Valley Oaks.

It was the January 2023 “New 
Year’s” storm with 70-mph hurricane 
force winds that damaged or de-
stroyed many trees in the park and 
prompted SPHA to prepare a plan for 

replacements, in coordination with 
the City of Sacramento Parks De-
partment and City Arborists.  

Now that we have passed the criti-
cal three-year mark with supplemen-
tal water from our fantastic and en-
ergetic SPHA volunteers during the 
summers, next year will see the trees 
more independent with significantly 

National Night Out brings the neighborhood together

Continued on Page 4

Valley Oaks reach
3-year milestone
at Marriott Park

February 2023 Photo by Gary Funk
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By Sue Ruiz
SPHA President

For many of us in the neighbor-
hood, Marriott Park it is more than 
a place to walk, play, or gather. It is 
part of our neighborhood’s story. At 
the heart of the park is a raised plat-
form that we suspect was meant to 
be a stage for community events and 
celebrations over the years. It has en-
graved tiles that many neighbors like-
ly sponsored, but unfortunately, time 
has taken its toll. Many of the original 
tiles on the stage are broken, cracked, 
or badly worn, leaving this neighbor-
hood landmark in need of some care
Help us bring the stage back to life!

SPHA is excited to begin plan-
ning a project to restore and renew 
the “Memorial Stage.” Our goal is to 
replace the damaged tiles with new-
ly engraved tiles, giving the stage a 
fresh appearance while preserving its 
role as a meaningful part of Marriott 
Park.

As part of the project, current 
neighbors will have the opportunity to 
sponsor a tile and have it personally 
engraved. A tile could commemorate 
a family, honor someone special, cel-
ebrate a milestone, recognize a long-
time connection to our neighborhood, 
or simply say something meaningful.

Imagine walking through Marriott 
Park years from now and seeing the 
names and messages of the people 
who helped make our neighborhood 

what it is today.
This project will allow us to repair 

something worn and neglected while 
creating a new collection of memo-
ries for future generations of  our res-
idents.

More information about tile sponsor-
ships, engraving options, costs, and 
how to participate will be coming soon.

We hope you’re excited to become 
part of this special neighborhood 
project. Together, we can give the 
Marriott Park Memorial Stage a new 
chapter and leave a little piece of his-
tory behind.
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Time has taken a toll.

As the new Neighborhood Watch 
group leader, Marta Brankline wants 
to hear from area residents about their 
top concerns.

She recently sur-
veyed neighbors to 
help identify prior-
ities and guide the 
group’s efforts. The 
results are shown 
in the graphic on 
the next page. 

Neighborhood Watch is open to all 
South Pocket residents. SPHA mem-
bership is not required.

Shout out to John Kane for taking 
the time to provide thorough obser-
vations and helpful suggestions, es-
pecially the Emergency Preparedness 
Document, which is available on the 
SPHA website:It is a 23-page docu-
ment which you can download to your 
computer or phone with important in-
formation and checklists.

There were many more comments 
and concerns beyond the above, 
which will be discussed at the next 
Neighborhood Watch meeting to be 
held on November 5, 2026 at 5:30 pm. 

Survey says ...
Neighborhood Watch
sets its sights on 
resident concerns

Marta Brankline

Continued on Page 3

Marriott Park’s Stage deserves an encore

Swim membership wanted
The Rocci family on Smoke 

River Way is looking to purchase 
a Park Terrace Swim and Tennis 
Club membership. If you’re ready 
to sell yours, contact Jane at (503) 
309-2053 or email her at jane.
cat07@gmail.com.

Neighbors gathered 
at Marriott Park in 
July for an evening of 
cool jazz. From left: 
Larry Clark, drums; 
Sean Britt, guitar; 
Alex Reyes, saxo-
phone; Andrew Mell, 
bass.
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MIKE YEE, ESQ.
Leading the way top rated!

Start planning now - call to schedule your FREE estate planning consultation today!

ESTATE PLANNING - PROBATE - ELDER LAW
  PRACTICE AREAS:

• Living Trust
• Advance Health Directive
• Power of Attorney
• Probate
• Conservatorships
• Other Special Planning

UNIQUE TO EACH CLIENT

See our awesome reviews on:mylawyersllp.com

Call 916-927-9001 for Free Consultation
4010 S. Land Park Drive, Suite B, Sacramento 95822

The incredible team at Yee Law Group’s top priority is client satisfaction and serving each client 
with exceptional professionalism and precision.
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Please RSVP if you plan to attend. 
We will discuss all the results and 

comments submitted with the Survey 
and plan next steps. 

Location: 7659 El Rito Way (unless 
we are more than 20, then we will meet 
in the park, I will confirm)

RSVP to txt: 916 270 7416 or email 
to costumes4dance@gmail.

Survey points to 
neighbor priorities
Continued from Page 2
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Top three topics our neighbors want to 
know more about.

Emergency preparedness info:   
https://southpockethomeowners.org/family-disaster-preparedness-document/

Have smart phone?  
Use this QR code. 
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less regular supplemental water.  We 
will need to water at heat waves (100 
degrees or over for three days), per 
arborist guidance.  The trees along 
Roman Oak/Grand River will lose 
their water bags in favor of spot wa-
tering.   

The trees at River Ranch/El Douro 
will still get some regular watering for 
the youngest, and spot watering at 
heat waves for the older ones.   The 
oldest and tallest trees on that cor-
ner have lost their orange fencing 
following a late August inspection by 
the city arborist. That’s another mile-
stone.

We are accomplishing a unique 
project in the city and we have helped 
to mitigate the damage from that de-
structive 2023 storm.  Truly, this proj-
ect would not have been possible 
without our neighbors volunteering 

their time to water. We will still need a 
little help next summer.  

If your neighbor worked on the 
tree project, please take a moment 

to thank them now.  We are so for-
tunate to live in a neighborhood that 
cares about the trees and volunteers 
to help!

Continued from Page 1

Volunteers help 
young oaks thrive

Then: September 2023 Now: September 2026
Photos by Gary Funk
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