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2018 SPHA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Do you value what South Pocket Homeowners’ Association (SPHA) does for the neighborhood? 
SPHA members are dedicated to protecting and enhancing the community we enjoy in South Pock-
et.  Our annual membership drive begins now and we encourage you to join or renew your mem-
bership and show your support for your neighborhood association.  We need YOUR membership!  
Let’s look at the benefits your active neighborhood association, through volunteers and member-
ship dues, brings to you. 

Fun events!  SPHA sponsors several fun events that benefit all residents beginning with 
the Easter Egg Hunt at Marriott Park.  Many a treasured family photo has been taken dur-
ing this traditional event.  SPHA volunteers do the leg work (so you don’t have to) for the 
annual Yard Sale in May.  Always the first Tuesday in August, National Night Out cele-
brates our partnership with law enforcement and offers the latest neighborhood watch 
information.  Rounding out the year, the SPHA Holiday Party is a purely social opportunity 
to enjoy the holidays with your neighbors.  

We communicate with you!  Membership supports a variety of SPHA information tools 
to keep you informed of community news and public safety matters.  Want to know 
about crime statistics, or the date of the Easter Egg Hunt, or who bought the house down 
the street?  “Around the Pocket,” SPHA’s newsletter is for you!   SPHA email alerts are 
highly valued for keeping subscribers up to date on breaking news in our community. Ex-
clusive ONLY to members, the annual Membership Roster has household information by 
street and by last name in addition to emergency contact information.  This Roster reunit-
ed two dogs with their families in the last two months! 

Maintaining a neighborhood over time takes work, and it is your SPHA volunteers who 
do that work.  Our neighborhood watch program alerts you to crime trends and pro-
vides the latest information directly from the Sacramento Police Department to you.  Be-
yond the basics, SPHA neighborhood watch also explores the feasibility of innovative ide-
as with our Police South Command staff to enhance public safety.  Similarly, keeping the 
neighborhood looking good requires SPHA reminding residents of our mutual obligations 
under the Covenants, Codes & Restrictions.  Having a safe and attractive community is a 
valuable benefit for all residents. SPHA advocates for our community with the City of Sac-
ramento concerning Marriott Park, city codes and development issues, and with State of 
California Caltrans concerning the proposed sound wall along I-5.   

Fun events, communication, and advocacy for our community.  If you value these bene-
fits SPHA brings to you, then please be sure to complete your 2016 membership form 
promptly and send it in.  Your $45 annual membership dues are about $3.75 per month – 
about the price of one specialty coffee drink.  Membership is the foundation for SPHA.  
Your neighborhood association is 100% volunteer-based; therefore, all the benefits we 
bring to residents depend solely on your annual membership dues.  For many people, 
their home is their largest investment.  Isn’t protecting your home and property value 
worth a coffee a month? Thank you for your membership and best wishes for 2018! 

How to join/renew—By mail: make your $45 check payable to SPHA and mail to PMB 236 
1026 Florin Rd, Sacramento, CA 95831, Online:  visit www.southpockethomeowners.org 
and click on Membership.   
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 SPHA EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS INITIATIVE 

The recent firestorms that decimat-
ed hundreds of homes in Santa Ro-
sa, Santa Barbara and nearby 
towns is a wake-up call for all of us 
to be prepared before a disaster 
hits here. While we may not be at 
high risk for a major fire we are 
definitely at risk for a devastating 

flood. A levee failure on the Sacramento or American 
rivers will flood our homes as high as 16 feet. Road-
ways will be impassable by car within 2 hours of the 
breach or less. 

As a result of this sober assessment we, your SPHA 
Board are taking steps to help us be better prepared 
for when disaster arrives here. 

Our first recommendation is for you to sign up for Sac-
ramento-Alert at www.sacramento-alert.org. Doing so 
will enable you and your loved ones to receive disaster 
warnings and notifications from the City and County of 
Sacramento when it happens. Messages will come to 
you in the forms you select that works best for you: 
phone calls, emails and / or text messages. 

Our second recommendation is for you to complete 
the SPHA Disaster Preparedness Survey. It's only 10 
questions and will take just a couple minutes. The in-
formation you provide will enable us to know key in-
formation on further steps we may take to better pre-
pare all of us for a major emergency. The survey was 
emailed out on January 9th. A hard copy of the survey 
is included in this newsletter. We urge you to fill it out 
and submit it in whichever method you prefer, on-line 
or hard copy. Please turn-in completed hard copies to 
Rick Beymer, SPHA Neighborhood Watch Director, in 
his mailbox at 1201 Smoke River Way, corner of River 
Ranch and Smoke River. 

FREE SACRAMENTO CERT CLASS STARTS SOON  

CERT  stands for Community Emer-
gency Response Team and is a 
team of community members 
working and/or residing in Sacra-
mento and surrounding communi-
ties who have been trained, in co-
operation with the Sacramento 
City Fire Department (SFD) to re-
spond to an emergency in their 
neighborhood, workplace, or 

wherever the need may arise. The Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) volunteer program is 
part of the Citizen Corps program. 

The Level III initial Program educates people about 
disaster preparedness for hazards that may impact 
their area and trains them in basic disaster response 
skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team 
organization, and disaster medical operations. Using 
the training learned in the classroom and during exer-
cises, Trained CERT members are able to assist them-
selves and their families, their neighborhood or work-
place following an emergency event when profession-
al responders are not immediately available to help. 

The next class starts on March 7th and will include 32 
hours of free training over a three week period, with 
Tuesday evening and Saturday sessions at the Police 
and Fire Headquarters Hall of Honor Classroom at 5770 
Freeport Blvd., across from Executive Airport, only 4 
miles away from our neighborhood. This training is 
free and does not require you to continue with the 
Team if you wish to just make use of it for your family, 
neighbors or coworkers. 

If interested in taking the training please go to 
www.sfdcert.org, click on the "Join CERT" button on 
the Contact Us page. Fill out and submit the applica-
tion and you will be notified by email when the next 
class is open for sign-ups. If you can attend the class in 
March and end up on the waiting list please call Rick 
Beymer, 916-642-5716 and I will work to get you into 
the class.  

-Rick Beymer 

STA FUNDS ACCELERATION OF I-5 HOV PROJECT 
AND SOUND WALL 

On December 6, 2017, the Sacra-
mento Transportation Authority 
(STA) unanimously voted to accel-
erate funding needed to construct 
the I-5 HOV Project and sound walls 
four years faster than originally 
scheduled.  The decision enables 
Caltrans to access $30 million to 

construct the I-5 HOV Project simultaneously with the 
I-5 pavement rehabilitation project beginning in 2018.  

Compelling reasons for the board’s action included 
less construction impact to the public over time, bring-
ing the benefits of traffic congestion relief sooner to 
the region, and less cost for Caltrans to administer one 
project rather than two.  Current regulations prohibit 
Caltrans from building sound walls unless the sound 
wall can be deemed mitigation for a current Approve 
Caltrans project.  So our neighborhood’s effort to get a 
sound wall is dependent upon being a small part of a 
larger Caltrans project.   
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In addition to my testimony as your SPHA President, 
Dennis Rogers from Vice Mayor Jennings’ office spoke in 
support of the agenda item.  Also urging the board to 
approve the acceleration of funds was the president of 
the Elmhurst Neighborhood Association because they 
are also on the list to get a sound wall in future years 
and the faster ours gets done, they faster they will rise 
on the sound wall list.   
I am deeply grateful for the attention of our representa-
tive at the county, Supervisor Patrick Kennedy, who lis-
tened to our dilemma and worked patiently on our be-
half.  Supervisor Kennedy was a key champion.  I am also 
grateful to the Caltrans project managers who worked 
collaboratively with us. 
Previously, the timeline had the HOV Project construc-
tion span 2022-25.  With the acceleration, the timeline 
will now be 2018-21.  The sound wall construction will 
come at the end of the construction so we can antici-
pate 2021 although we will get regular updates from Cal-
trans.  The next update will be at one of our General 
Membership meetings this summer so be sure to attend.  

-Pat Clark 

 

SPHA 2017 HOLIDAY 
LIGHT CONTEST WIN-
NERS 

Thank you to all who par-
ticipated by decorating your homes this last holiday 
season. Congratulations to our winners! 
 
The WINNERS! 
Best Overall – 7660 Del Oak Way 
Most Creative – 7643 Roman Oak Way 
Best Window – 7668 El Douro Drive 
Holiday Humor – 7635 River Ranch Way 
Best Monochromatic – 1181 Grand River Drive 
Bambi Award – 5 Fox Oak Court 
Best Inflatables – 7722 Los Rancho Way 
Best Street – Cedarbrook Way 
  
HONORABLE MENTIONS: 
7681 Greenhaven Drive 
7708 Sleepy River Way 
1 Fox Oak Court 
7647 Roman Oak Way 
1208 Cedarbrook Way 
1200 Cedarbrook Way 
7558 River Ranch Way 
1264 Grand River Drive 
1320 Manzano  Way 
7679 El Douro Drive 

REFRESH  YOUR CURB HOUSE  NUMBERS! 

Legible house numbers are critical for  emergency 

personnel to quickly locate your home.  

Your SPHA organization has a Curb Painting Kit Lend-

ing Program for our neighborhood. The kit is fully 

stocked, complete with instructions, stencils, 

(including an optional American Flag stencil)  tools, 

tape, newspaper, and spray paint.  

Contact Sue Ruiz at ruizsue@pacbell.net or 

(916)834-8761 to borrow the kit. Once you have re-

freshed your worn and faded curb number, return 

the materials for the next neighbor.  

THIS ISSUE’S FEATURED CC&R 

CC&Rs (Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions) are 
a legal contract which describes those things you 
can and cannot do with your property on the area in 
which the property resides. The CC&Rs were provid-
ed to all property owners when they purchased their 
homes. The CC&Rs are available at 
www.southpockethomeowners.org under the 
“About SPHA” tab. The CC&Rs apply to all proper-
ties and last forever. Property owners are also legal-
ly responsible for violations of their tenants’ actions 

For awareness, each issue of ‘Around the Pocket’ will 
feature one CC&R. This issue features the CC&R on 
BOATS. 

No boats, trailers, or commercial vehicles may be left 
in front of principle residence, on the street adjacent 
to any of the above described lots, or on any of the 
above described lots unless stored or parked in the 
garage with the doors closed. 

If you have any questions about our CC&Rs, please 
contact a Board member. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Easter Egg Hunt – Saturday March 24th | 11am 
 General Membership Meeting – May 9th | 7pm 

(Elections) 
 National Night Out – August 7 | 6pm 
 General Membership Meeting – August 15 | 7pm 
 Annual Yard Sale – Saturday May 19 | 7am -Noon 
 Holiday Party – December | Date TBD | Time TBD 

Thank you Jo Ellen Volf for being our Delivery Coor-
dinator for all these years!!!!! Jo Ellen has ‘retired’ 
from her position and we are so grateful for her 
years of service. 

http://www.southpockethomeowners.org


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLIDAY PARTY 2017 

Another successful holiday party was held at the Bartley 

Cavanaugh Golf Course Clubhouse!  Ninety plus neigh-

bors attended this festive event.  The weather cooperat-

ed and a fun time was had by all, visiting with old neigh-

bors and meeting new ones!  Food and drink was plenti-

ful and the atmosphere was alive with music and deco-

rations of the season.  The door prizes were artfully dis-

played and the winners were announced with squeals of 

pleasure!   

The door prizes were donated by your neighbors and 

local businesses.  The committee would like to thank the 

following people for their generous donations: Rita and 

Brian Blomster, Beverly Rose, Leonor Alvarez, Mike Hall, Joy and Bill Provost, Alan Duran, Gary and Karen Fort-

ney, Susan Faist, Gus and Jeanette Casillas, Sabra Sanchez on behalf of her Coldwell Banker business, and Bartley 

Cavanaugh Golf Course.   

Of course, behind every good party is a hard word working committee.  Committee co-chairs were Sabra 

Sanchez and Sue Faist, ably aided by Della Cabrera, Leonor Alvarez, Karina Flynn, Rita Blomster, Kathi Chrisopou-

los, Alan Duran, Sabrina Pope and Joy Prevost.   

-Sue Faist 

CALLING ALL MEMBERSHIP ROSTER COVER PHOTO ENTRIES! 

Would you like one of your photos of our neighborhood featured on the cover of our Mem-

bership Roster? Send your submissions to Sue Ruiz @ ruizsue@pacbell.net no later than 

March 31.  

Left to right: Rita, Kathi, Joy, Leonor, Sue, Sabra, Alan, Della, and 

Karina. 



South Pocket Homeowners’ Association 
PMB 236 1026 Florin Rd, Sacramento, CA 95831 
January 2018 
 

Dear South Pocket Neighbor, 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

We are excited to kick off the annual South Pocket Homeowners’ Association (SPHA) Membership Drive.  South Pocket 
Neighborhood homeowners and renters are invited and encouraged to join and support our community association.   

Why is this neighborhood association important? 

We enjoy one of the finest neighborhoods in the Sacramento Region.  The SPHA, led by an all-volunteer board, is 
instrumental in keeping our neighborhood safe and our property values high.  Our community events and neighborhood 
involvement make this an extraordinary place to live.   

What is the cost to join? 

The annual fee is only $45, while other comparable associations charge that much more per month! 

What does the fee support? 

• Voice for the neighborhood on issues & items directly affecting our neighborhood 

• Neighborhood Watch coordination 
• Liaison w/City Park maintenance relative to upkeep of Marriott Park 
• Membership Roster for each member household 
• Landscaping & maintenance of the entrance to our neighborhood 
• Email alerts on time-sensitive issues & information 
• Quarterly newsletter about important neighborhood issues/events 
• Neighborhood Yard Sale oversight 
• SPHA Website maintenance www.southpockethomeowners.org 
• Annual Holiday Party hosting 
• National Night Out gathering at Marriott Park 
• Easter Egg Hunt in Marriott Park 
• And more!! 

 

Want to become more involved?  

• Attend Meetings - Your voice is important!  
• Write Newsletter Articles or Opinion Pieces - Contribute your voice to our newsletter. 
• Help with Events - We are always in need of volunteers to help with our annual events. 
• Board Participation as an Officer - We have a few vacancies that need to be filled! 
• Deliver Goods - Help distribute flyers, invitations, roster and/or newsletters. 

Membership Dues deadline is April 1 and covers the entire year. Only members of the association receive the 
neighborhood roster, which contains the contact details of every SPHA member. The roster is invaluable when an 
emergency arises or you need to contact a neighbor to assist with a wandering pet, an open garage door, or perhaps 
services from a local business. The roster includes listings of members’ businesses, too! Please update your household 
information so that the Roster will be accurate. If you send your membership payment after April 1, you will be a 
member, but your name will not appear in the Roster.   

How to join/renew? 

By mail: make your $45 check payable to SPHA and mail to PMB 236 1026 Florin Rd, Sacramento, CA 95831, 
Online:  visit www.southpockethomeowners.org and click on membership.   
 
We look forward to having you as a member this year. If you have any questions, you can reach SPHA President Pat Clark 
(916) 601-7338 or SPHA Membership Director Jann Taber (916) 296-8347. 

http://www.southpockethomeowners.org/
http://www.southpockethomeowners.org/


South Pocket Homeowners’ Association 
www.southpockethomeowners.org 

2018 Membership Dues Invoice** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 SPHA Membership        Amount Due 
 

2018 Annual Dues (January 1 2018 – December 31, 2018)    $45.00/ year 
 

          Total Due:      $45.00 

Please provide us with other information: 
Other persons in Household and any Pets (Police/ Fire can use this info)  

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Information: 
Name: _______________________________________________ 
Phone: (______)_______________________________________ 

Would you like to receive the Membership Roster via e-mail?   Yes      No 

Are you a local business owner?  Yes      No  
If yes, what is the name of your business? __________________________________________ 
Would you like to volunteer?  We could use the help, from anyone in your household!   
Please mark your area of interest below:  
 

⃝ Delivering Newsletters in the Neighborhood ⃝ Helping with the Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

⃝ Helping with the Holiday Party ⃝ Helping with National Night Out  

⃝ Serve on SPHA Board ⃝ Participating in Neighborhood Watch 

⃝ Marriott Park/City Liaison   ⃝ Teens interested in service work with SPHA  

⃝ Help whenever necessary   ⃝ Other: _________________________ 

Please make checks payable to: South Pocket Homeowners’ Association 

Please remit your $45 payment to this address below: 
PMB 236 | 1026 Florin Rd. | Sacramento, CA 95831 

 

For questions, please contact Pat Clark pac101202@yahoo.com (916)601-7338 or  
Jann Taber jann@janntaber.realtor  (916) 296-8347 

 

Name: _____________________________________________ 

Home Address_______________________________________ 

Sacramento, Ca  95831 

Home Phone: (____)______________________ 

Work Phone: (____)_______________________ 

Mobile Phone: (____)______________________ 

E-mail: __________________________________ 

⃝ Please add me to the email distribution for neighborhood alerts! 

⃝ I have looked at last year’s roster and nothing has changed! (No 

need to fill out this form.) 

 

 
 
 

Date:  

Due date for inclusion in 
the SPHA Roster: April 1, 
2018 

**Apply and pay online! 
See our website for 
details. 

http://www.southpockethomeowners.org/
mailto:pac101202@yahoo.com
mailto:jann@janntaber.realtor


SPHA Disaster Preparedness Survey 
 

After the recent firestorms that hit neighborhoods like ours in the Santa Rosa and Los Angeles areas and the continuing 

and serious risk of a major flood in our own we are asking you to please complete this survey so we have a informed 

understanding of our own situation and are able to take steps to improve our neighborhood preparedness.  

You may remain anonymous if you wish but if you self identify as needing assistance to evacuate then we will need your 

name, address and best telephone contact number in order to determine what we can do help you. Also, if you would 

like to volunteer to help evacuate neighbors we will need the same contact information. 

1. Are you signed up with Sacramento-Alert to get emergency notifications? Yes ___ No ___ 

2. Did you sign up with Sacramento-Alert after the SPHA December reminder? Yes __ No__ 

3. When a voluntary evacuation is announced will you go or stay? Go _____ Stay_____ 

4. When a mandatory evacuation is announced will you go or stay? Go _____ Stay _____ 

5. Will you stay in your residence no matter what disaster happens?  Yes _____No  _____ 

6. Do you need assistance to evacuate? Yes _____ No _____ 

7. If yes and you need assistance please provide details of what you need (example: need transportation for 3 

adults , 2 children and 2 cats) and your name, address and best contact information here:  

 

 

 

 

 

8. Do you have a small boat with a motor and are you willing to volunteer to help evacuate neighbors? Yes _____ 

No _____ 

9. If yes and you will volunteer please provide details of your boat (type, size, motor, passenger capacity) and your 

name, address and best contact information here: 

 

 

 

 

10. Have you prepared an evacuation plan for your family? (Such things as: designate an out of area family point of 

contact and evacuation location, prepared an evacuation kit for pets, list of critical possessions, medications 

etc.) Yes____ No_____  

 

Please return this survey via mail or dropping in the mailbox 

Rick Beymer 

1201 Smoke River Way 

Sacramento, CA 95831 
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“Sabra is the finest Realtor I have ever had.  She is detailed, thorough, 
skilled, professional, supportive and an excellent communicator.  She has 
an outstanding understanding of the area and clientele.  We would highly 
recommend Sabra and would use her again in a heartbeat”   
     - Gene Gonzales

TIS THE SEASON TO BUY
• Many buyers are taking a home-

shopping hiatus during the holidays 
and early 2018...less competition for 
the available inventory.

• Price reductions are more prevalent 
during the holiday/early days of the 
new year.

• Interest rates remain low, but the Fed 
is expected to continue raising rates.

• List prices are forecasted to increase 
throughout 2018.

• Good time for investors of rental 
properties.  Rental rates are on the 
increase. COMING SOON

Pocket Area
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When Can You Cut Your Neighbor’s Trees?
Just like the inevitability of the coming of Christmas and the new year, the question ALWAYS arises in neighborhoods throughout 
the City of Trees, what can be done about my neighbor’s trees.  Our beautiful trees become a problem when someone else’s 
trees dump leaves and branches into your yard.  Because I’m not an attorney, I turned to Keith Dunnagan at BPE Law 
Group for the answer.  I will summarize, but for more detail and possible legal assistance, please call Keith or e-mail him at 

kbdunnagan@bpelaw.com.

First – Talk to your neighbor – By explaining the situation and 
showing the damage, it is very possible that the two of you can agree 

to a trimming plan.  Maybe the neighbor is also concerned about 
the tree growth and you can collaborate on an equally beneficial 

remedy;

Second – Talk to an arborist – Before you start any substantial 
cutting, talk to a tree professional and find out what is safe to 
do and what is not.  There are proper ways that trees can be 
trimmed to get you the benefit you want with the least damage 
to the tree.

Third – Use professionals – If the trimming work is substantial, 
be sure to use a licensed, bonded tree contractor.  This 
reduces the risk of unexpected damage and gives you 
protection if unexpected damage does occur.

To sum it up, Keith says…

•  You do have rights. You are not required to sit there and let 
your property be damaged/destroyed

•  If the neighbor refuses to fix the problem, you have a right to act.

•  If damage to your property is imminent (a tree is about to fall, roots 
about to break plumbing, etc.), use a professional and take plenty of 

pictures.


